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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Matthew J. Wilke, CFI 
 

 

EMPLOYMENT: 

 

Bismarck Fire D epartment - Captain  

 

Responsibilities includ e:  

 Cond ucting fire/ explosion investigations 

 Cond ucting quarterly training for d epartment investigation team  

 Mod erating case stud ies w ithin the department   

 Fire Safety Inspections 

 Company commander 

 

Fire Cause Analysis  --- Fire investigator  

 

Responsibilities includ e:  

 Cond ucting fire and  exp losion investigations  

 Determination of origin and  cause 

 Collaboration w ith Hal C. Lyson, CFI 

o N FPA 921 Presentations 

o Large  loss case management 

 

SOME N OTED  TRAIN IN G RELATIN G TO FIRE IN VESTIGATION S: 

 

CFI Trainer.net: 

  

Analysis of Station N ightclub Fire  Fire Investigator Scene Safety  

Arc Mapp ing Basics 
H ow First Respond ers Impact The Fire 

Investigation  

Basic Electricity  Insurance and  the Fire Investigation  

Bu ild ing Structures Ventilation  Intro to Evid ence  

Cand le Experiments  Intro to Fire Dynamics and  Mod eling  

Charleston Sofa Super Store Fire  Investigating Motor Vehicle Fires  
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Complex Fire Scene Investigations  
MagneTek: A Case Study in the Daubert 

Challenge  

Critical Thinking Solves Cases  Physical Evidence at the Fire Scene 

Digital Photography & the Fire 

Investigator  
Report Writing 

Documenting the Event  Residential Electrical Systems 

Electrical Safety 
Scientific Method  for Fire and  Exp losion 

Investigation  

Ethics and  the Fire Investigator  Search and  Seizure  

Exp losion Dynamics The Deposition Part 1 & 2 

Fatal Fires  
The Fire Investigator & the 2011 NFPA 921 

Changes 

 

N orth D akota IAAI Annual Investigative Conference: 

2015 17
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference NDIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Scene  

 Fire Behavior & Dynamics/ Residential Electrical & Gas Systems 

 Crud e by Rail/ Fatal Fires 

2014 16
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference NDIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Scene  

 Complex Arson Investigation/ Effects of Multip le Ventilation openings - 

 Post Flashover Compartment Fires/ Fire Dynamics 

2012  14
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference NDIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Scene  

 Documentation, conducting interview s, bu ild ing construction  

2011 13
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Advanced  

 Fire Investigation Techn iques 

2009  11
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI - 20 tested  hrs Advanced  

 Fire Investigation Techniques 

2008  10
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference NDIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Basic Fire  

 Investigation Techniques 

2007  9
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Courtroom  

 Testimony 

2006  8
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI - 20 tested  hrs Vehicle Fire  

 Investigative Techniques 

2003 5
th
 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Fire 

 Investigation Techniques 

2001 3
rd

 Annual Fire Investigative Conference N DIAAI --- 20 tested  hrs Fire 

 Investigation Techniques 

 

 

Other: 

 

9/ 11/ 15 Presented  8 hrs at the N DIAAI Conference --- Fire Dynamics 

10/ 7/ 14   Presented  ‘‘Live Training Burn ’’ workshop  w ith live burn & d iscussion  

  on fire development, fire patterns and  d etermining the cause  

2-2014  Basic Electricity and  the Fire Scene by H al Lyson and  John White /  FCA  
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9/ 16/ 11 Id entifying the Source & Fire Debris Analysis --- From the Laboratory to  

  the Final Report - Armstrong Forensic Laboratory, Inc. 

7/ 24/ 09  Successfu lly tested  and  passed  the International Association of Arson  

      Investigators examination to become Certified  Fire Investigator (CFI) 

2/ 22/ 97  Arson Detection for the First Respond er  

1985-1989  Bachelor Degree in  Communications --- University of Mary 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 

 

11/ 2013 to present Fire Investigator w ith Fire Cause Analysis 

2001 to present Captain Bismarck Fire Department 

2000 to present Bismarck Fire Dep t Investigation team  

1996 to 2001  Firefighter Bismarck Fire Department  

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS INCLUDE: 
 

2002 to present  International Association Arson Investigators member  

2001 to present  N D International Association Arson Investigators member  

 

COURTROOM TESTIMONY: 
2/ 15/ 15  United  States vs Anthony DeGroot --- Cause and  Origin Expert 

9/ 07   N DIAAI Courtroom Testimony class 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 

2009   Successfu lly tested  and  passed  the International Association of  

   Arson Investigators examination to become Certified  Fir e  

   Investigator (CFI) 

 

2001   Promoted  to Fire Captain w ith Bismarck Fire Department  

 

2000 to present Lead  investigator and  au thor of over 100 fire investigation  reports 

Participated  in  hundred s of fire investigations as FI team member  

 

1998 to 2000  Tested  to Firefighter 1 & Firefighter 2 certification  

   (N orth Dakota State Fire Association) 

 

1999    Department of Labor Certified  Fire Med ic 

 

 
m. w ilke CV 11/2015 


